Efficacy and tolerability of levetiracetam in children aged 10 years and younger: a clinical experience.
Levetiracetam is a new anti-epileptic drug that is currently not licensed for use in children. Studies in adults suggest that it may be a useful adjunctive treatment both in partial onset and generalised epilepsy. A retrospective case notes review of 26 children age 10 years and under with refractory epilepsy was undertaken to evaluate the efficacy and safety of the drug. The drug appeared to be most effective in children with partial onset seizures and least effective in those with myoclonic seizures. Sixty-one percent of patients showed a good response to levetiracetam with at least a 50% reduction in seizure frequency with two of these 26 children with previously refractory epilepsy becoming seizure-free. Levetiracetam was also found to be well-tolerated with very few reported side-effects.